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6060 Update - April 2016 

We are making progress with the 6060’s extensive testing 

and repairs. Our mechanical crew of volunteers have been 

working diligently with Acuren to have the engine ready for 

the final testing. It now appears that testing will not be 

completed until near the end of May 2016. My goal of the 

engine being serviceable by the end of June 2016 is now 

only remotely possible. 

Here is what is scheduled to happen; 

1. Upon completion of the testing, Acuren will send their 

reports to df Boiler Tube Industries. 

2. df Boiler will then prepare their report to ABSA for fur-

ther instructions (to our “clear path forward”) 

3. Upon the receipt of a green light from ABSA, df Boiler 

will commence the repair work. Upon the completion 

of the ABSA work, the engine will then be examined 

and if found up to “snuff”, ABSA will provide us with 

their blessing to steam the engine up. 

4. Our volunteers will put the engine “back together”. 

Then we will test her out, under steam, and seek oper-

ating authority to comply with Federal & Provincial 

Standards. 

df Boiler will likely require 3 weeks of work. Chabot Brick-

ing will require about one week. There is about 6 weeks of 

well organized steady work for our volunteers. 

So, you can see that getting the engine ready by the end 

of June 2016 will just about require a miracle. Our volun-

teers should not be put under this much pressure. It is so 

unnecessary! We have such great potential, especially 

remembering that next year is Canada’s 150th Birthday.  

Also the present federal government has set aside consid-

erable funding for heritage projects. Boy oh boy , do we 

ever qualify for that!  

Since the 8 June 2012, I have been trying to arrange for 

the 6060’s repairs, so that she can be returned to active 

service. It was recognised that considerable funding would 

be needed but first the scope of the repairs had to be 

agreed upon by the government agencies. That took lots 

of “spade work”. The big problem was the lack of funding. 

Source of funding to complete all of the work is immedi-

ately needed and to fulfill further needs. 

So that you know about it, here are my calculations,  

A)   df Boiler Tube Ind.   $ 250,000 

B)   Chabot Bricking        30,000 

C)   Small Projects (I have 37 of them)        ? ? ?   

     __________ 

 (subject to final quotes) Total      $280,000+ 

 

   Harry R.J. Home, 

   Director – RMRS 

   14 April 2016 

Don Totten will have a story in the 

next issue of his resent visit to 

the Oregon Heritage Rail Centre 

featuring the Southern Pacific 

4449 “Daylight”, a 4-8-4 GS-4 lo-

comotive and the Spokane, Port-

land & Seattle 700, a 4-8-4 North-

ern Pacific Class A. 
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In the spring of 2015, my wife Susan and I set out on a 

wee adventure. We shipped our motorcycle, which Susan 

calls Kaylar, to Heathrow Airport in London. After picking 

up Kaylar at Air Canada Cargo, Heathrow, we tied our 

gear onto the bike and headed for the continent. Our trav-

els took us to many wonderful places and the weather was 

amazing.  We traveled as far south as Malta. On the way 

back, it was interesting to see the European way of mov-

ing people and freight. It’s generally done using electric 

power.  Once back in the UK, though, things changed as 

both electric and diesel power were used. 

In Scotland, however, we found that steam was still king 

on the West Highland line from Ft. William to Mallaig. 

Here, there are two steam trains daily and usually, they 

are full.  There are three strong steamers that operate 

here: a 2-6-0 Mogul built in 1949, and two mid 1930’s 

Black 5’s. The Black 5’s are a 4-6-0 wheel arrangement 

and have tall, 73” drivers. The Mogul has shorter, 63” driv-

ers. It is something to see them operate on the Glenfinnan 

viaduct. The viaduct was used in a Harry Potter motion 

picture a few years back. 

old castle. Susan loved the castle. I, on the other hand, 

could only see the three steamers quietly simmering in the 

sun. 

After speaking with the crew, I was allowed to have a look 

up in the cab of the locomotives. They are quite Spartan 

compared to our locomotives here. The seats for the fire-

man and engineer are not what you would call spacious. 

The cab is not all that roomy, either. In spite of its small 

size, every part in the cab gleamed from the efforts of pol-

ish and elbow grease. 

The locomotives in the UK are a smaller than what we 

have in North America largely due to the size of the physi-

cal area they were required to work. In Canada, our loco-

motives were expected to cover great distances with little 

service in between. In addition, the loads were bigger in 

North America because the railways were built later in the 

1800’s when considerations were made for an expandable 

working plant. These would include bigger tunnels and 

bridges that could accommodate larger locomotives and 

the cars they pulled. 

The railway we were going to travel on benefited from 

some of the improvements in construction with the devel-

opment of concrete structures such as bridges. The Glen-

finnan viaduct was the first successful use of concrete in 

bridge building in the UK. The viaduct was constructed by 

Robert McAlpine and Sons between 1897 and 1901. 

Robert’s nickname was Concrete Bob. There is a legend 

that, during construction, a horse and cart fell into one of 

the large central piers; however, this has never been 

proven. 

I had the pleasure of meeting one of Robert McAlpine’s 

descendants, Bill McAlpine.  Bill is in the construction busi-

ness, too, but I met him when I worked on the CPR as a 

relief fireman when the steam locomotive 2816 crossed 

Canada in 2004. Bill is quite a steam fan and operates a 

narrow-gauge line on his property in the UK. He is an in-

teresting character who was enjoying a honeymoon with 

his wife, Judy. I can still see them, toward the end of our 

journey, sitting on the back deck of the last business car of 

the train, drinking wine and enjoying the sun and scenery 

of eastern Canada. 

At Ft. William, we took photos of the train, then climbed 

aboard for the trip. What a sound. There is nothing to com-

pare, when a steamer leaves a station. In the cool Scottish 

air, the sound and the sight is dramatic. 

Scotland was a different place—quite hilly and damp. 

When the sun came out, though, it was beautiful. I had 

watched a BBC broadcast of the West Highland operation 

on the Public Broadcasting station from Spokane a num-

ber of years ago and was impressed by what I saw. My 

impressions would turn out to be true in real life when 

Susan and I rode from our B&B to the train station in Ft. 

William. Passenger rail service is very common in Europe, 

unlike in+ North America. Ft. William is still a fairly active 

station for passenger travel, as it has a busy tourist indus-

try. 

Susan got great tickets for the trip to Mallaig. The day we 

rode the train, the sky was overcast, unlike the day before 

when we visited the West Highland Railway yard on the 

North West side of Ft. William. The yard is right next to an 

Adventures in the UK 
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Up and Coming Events: 

Adventures in the UK 

RMRS Casino 2016 

RMRS Casino dates for 2016 are Saturday, July 23, 2016 and Sunday, July 24, 2016 at the Elbow River Casino, our 

usual location. This is on a weekend, so it would be nice to have as many members attend and volunteer. 

As noted before, the Casinos provide a major portion of our funding for the operation and maintenance of the 6060. 

To volunteer or for more info contact: 

John Pinter @ 403-540-2339  Email: pinterlaptop@hotmail.com 

RMRS Casino Chairman 

We have a number of upcoming events this summer and we will need the help of volunteers for the following events: 

  

July 1, 2016 

 We will need help with our Souvenir sales and with our Speeder Crew.  Bob Leinweber will be in charge for the event 

but we would like to call for an assistant to help coordinate with Bob especially for the Speeder Operation as we will be 

operating during the Alberta Prairie Railway excursion stop over at Big Valley.   

  

August 1, 2016  

Railman Weekend we will be operating for at least two days Don Totten will be in charge of the Speeder and its crew. I 

would like to have an assistant for this event to help coordinate Speeder Operating Crew members. Rick Boittiaux will 

be working with Larry Keehorn to work at the souvenir sales if you would like to work with Rick please let me know. 

September 24 & 25, 2016 

Heritage Park Railway Days 

  

If can help us at any of these events please contact me via email at dontotten@shaw.ca or on my cell at 403-617-

6360. 

           Thanks Don Totten 

RMRS -  Annual General Meeting 

Our annual general meeting is attentively scheduled for Saturday October 22, 2016 at the Royal Canadian Legion 

Branch # 285, 9202 Horton Rd SW, Calgary, AB 

The line goes north for a short piece and then west, where 

it passes the yard we’d visited the day before. With a wave 

and a tweet-tweet of the whistle, the throttle opened up. 

The Mogul began to really accelerate her train. 

Stay tuned for Part 2 in the next Newsletter. 

    Don Totten 
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When the CPR started to replace steam locomotives with 

diesels in the early 1950s it changed the landscape of the 

railway and its operations. Thousands of steam locomo-

tives across the system went to the cutting torch and scrap 

pile. The CPR's largest steam locomotives were the Sel-

kirks with the wheel arrangement of 2-10-4, the 2 wheels 

on the front supported the weight of the smoke box and 

cylinders, there were then 10 driving wheels, followed by a 

4 trailing truck that supported the weight of the firebox and 

were equipped with a booster. The first ones 5900-5919 

were built in 1929 and classed as T1a, 10 more were built 

in 1938 5920-5929 classed as T1b, the last 6, 5930-5935 

were built in 1949 classed as T1c's these were semi-

streamlined, and the last steam locomotives built in Can-

ada by the Montréal Locomotive Works in April 1949 the 

year I was born. They were all oil burners and were used 

exclusively for the mountain grades on the Laggan subdi-

vision ascending from Lake Louise to the Great Divide on 

the Alberta British Columbia border, and the Mountain 

subdivision over the Selkirk Mountains on the Rogers 

pass. They were the largest most powerful non-articulated 

locomotives in the British Commonwealth. They were all 

retired in 1959. 

Many were scrapped at the Ogden Shops, CFAC radio 

station 960 in Calgary sponsored the "5900 Club" and the 

listeners to the station sent in donations to save one of 

these locomotives for Calgary, the scrap price of the loco-

motive was reached, and the 5935 was brought from 

Ogden and placed facing westward towards to the moun-

tains that it used to conquer, and a pseudo-CPR Railway 

Station was built as a tourist information near Mewatta 

Armories and Park. There it sat for many years a victim of 

vandals... I have attached my friend, mentor, and Locomo-

tive Engineer the Late Floyd W. Yeats 5900 Club member-

ship card that he gave to me, and a photo of the 5931 be-

ing moved into Mewatta Park. I had one opportunity to 

make a trip with Floyd before he retired, in June 1979 I 

was training with Joe Chollack on the Laggan Subdivision, 

and on June 12 we were called to deadhead home from 

Field B.C. to Calgary on Train No. 2 The Canadian. When 

enginemen trainees were called to deadhead on passen-

ger trains, their engineer would ride the train, and the 

trainee would ride on the lead locomotive to learn the fire-

man’s duties. On this trip we had the CP 1410 leading, 

and the 1963 trailing the fireman was Randy VanMaarion, 

it was a good trip and great to meet Floyd in person. 

I trained with Floyd Yeat's younger brother Bill in the sum-

mer of 1979, Floyd and Bill had grown up in Field BC, their 

father George was a CPR locomotive engineer who 

worked the pusher assignments eastward out of Field up 

through the Spiral Tunnels and over the Continental Divide 

at Stephen, they would also assist westbound trains from 

Lake Louise. When we were off-duty Bill and I would go 

for walks on trails in the mountains around Field, we would 

always carry a red railway fusee in case we had an en-

counter with a bear which never happened. Bill took the 

photo of me on the CP 5844 that I use for my Facebook 

photo; it was taken in June 1979 before we departed Alyth 

with a 13,000 ton sulfur train, with two remote-controlled 

units cut in two thirds of the way from the head end of the 

train. 

Floyd followed his father's footsteps hiring on as a wiper 

and promoted to a fireman in 1938, I have attached a 

photo of the CPR 1947 class of locomotive engineers. 

Floyd is sitting in the front row on the left-hand side of the 

photo. He was able to fire for his father George on his last 

trip in October 1947. George brought train No. 1 a west-

bound passenger train from Medicine Hat. He is pictured 

with is three sons Bill, Floyd, and Harold, Bill hired on as a 

wiper and fireman in 1942. 

Bill wrote a book for the British Railway Modellers of North 

America called Men of Steam, where some of these pho-

tos were taken from. There is one with Floyd and Bill taken 

in the 1970s Floyd is ready to depart eastward on The 

Canadian No. 2 the CPR's passenger train, and Bill has 

just arrived from the East on a freight train. Floyd retired 

5931 Selkirk Steam Locomotive move to Heritage Park 

CP 5931Selkirk retires to Mewatta Park circa 1960 
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5931 Selkirk (cont.) 
on November 3, 1979 a week before I qualified from my 

training program. Here he is pictured in front of his loco-

motive at Banff Alberta, a year earlier CPR sold all its pas-

senger equipment to the newly formed VIA Rail a federal 

government crown corporation that had taken over all the 

passenger train service in Canada. From left to right Medi-

cine Hat Conductor Ralph Uglem, Passenger Trainman 

Lloyd Metcalf, Floyd, and his brother Bill was the second 

engineer on this last trip, Baggageman Atkinson, and Pas-

senger Trainman Crowley. And the final picture in the lo-

comotive cab when he arrived at Calgary   

When the CP 5934 was moved from Mettawa Park in Feb-

ruary 1981 it was stored in the Calgary Post Office spur 

west of the Palliser hotel on 1st Street Southwest, I have 

attached a photo that I took from the cab of my yard loco-

motive looking eastward we are switching lead locomo-

tives on the westbound Canadian No. 1 that has stopped 

in the west end of Depot 2, two tracks over on the right-

hand side of the photo, the incoming crew have run their 

lead locomotive CP 1403 still painted in the CPR action 

red livery, we are tied on to the VIA 1432 that we will move 

from the post office spur, when the shop staff are finished 

their inspection. We will then go down through Depot 4 

and run up Depot 1 to take the CP 1403 down to the Alyth 

Diesel Shops for service. 

 The CP 5934 sat in the post office spur until the fall of 

1981; it was then moved to Turner siding on the South 

side of Heritage Drive. On a Sunday when traffic was light 

Heritage Drive was closed, and York Shaw building mov-

ers, using panels of skeleton track, and heavy duty trac-

tors with cables move the locomotive, they would leapfrog 

the track panels from the rear to the front as they towed 

the locomotive. It was a beautiful fall day and I didn't have 

to work, so I took my camera and stood on the southeast 

corner of the intersection of Elbow and Heritage Drives to 

take these pictures. The first shows the skeleton track and 

tractors west of MacLeod Trail, the next shows the tractors 

and the 5934, followed by a shot of the 5934, the last 

photo shows the locomotive west of Elbow Drive. 

Two more photos of the steam locomotive resting at the 

entrance to Heritage Park, the first one showing it wearing 

the number 5934, and the second one showing its true 

number 5931. 

Floyd told me that these locomotives were designed for 

heavy slow pulling over the mountain grades, it was quite 

an experience to run them on the high-speed Prairie track, 

and they would use a barrel of oil every mile.   

    Larry Buchan 

 

Ed. - Unfortunately there was not enough space for all of Larry’s photos  
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Beebe on the Buggy: The High Society View from the Cupola 

While sorting through one of my overstocked bookshelves, I came across my copy of Lucius Beebe’s Highball: A Pag-
eant of Trains¸ published in 1945.  There have recently been quite a few copies of this book available at used bookstores 
for a very reasonable price, which leads me to believe that it was printed in significant quantities.  Among his extended 
bibliography of 40 books, Beebe’s Highball is perhaps not as highly regarded as some of his other railroad titles like High 
Iron, Mixed Train Daily, and the posthumous two-volume The Trains We Rode: copies of Highball seem to run about 
$10-15, while a new copy of Mixed Train Daily is advertised on amazon.ca for nearly $1000. 

Lucius Beebe, for those not familiar with him, was the son of Boston high-society family and received recognition for his 
New York Newspaper column “This New York” as well as his flamboyant and sumptuous lifestyle consisting of sartorial 
lavishness, supper clubs, opera, and the finest of spirituous beverages.  Although he does not seem to have taken a de-
gree, he spent two years as a graduate student at Harvard studying American poetry, which no doubt influenced his in-
imitable and ornamental writing style.  Later in life, he relocated to Nevada and finally to California, continuing to write 
historical and periodical material as well as buying a pair of Pullman cars for his private use, one of which, Gold Coast, is 
preserved at the California State Railway Museum.   

Following the suggestion of longtime Trains editor David P. Morgan, Beebe is often credited with the pioneering of the 
modern pictorial railway history book, a genre made possible by the increasingly portable nature of cameras.  Compared 
to the many titles available today, Highball seems rather crude, and in many ways it is: the photographs are not always 
completely clear nor are they particularly imaginative a lot of the time.  It is quite something to think of Beebe leaving 
behind Park Avenue, top hat and tails, to tramp through the bush and ballast to photograph some obscure steam 
shortline in the American south, and even if the pictures seem pedestrian now in a world familiar with a host of excep-
tional railroad photographers, there is something timeless about his hard-working frames and radiant prose. 

Beebe was not motivated to record railway operations entirely out of a sense of pure nostalgia, but rather out of a sense 
that there was something peculiar but endearing about the railroad as an industrial and cultural institution, and that that 
“something” was fleeting.  He was deeply disappointed with both the advent of the diesel locomotive and the decline of 
the passenger train, complaining in a November 21, 1962 letter to David Morgan that, even by this time, there was 
“nothing to photograph” on American rails.  He explains his sentiments further in the introduction to Highball: “The cult of 
antiquity and obsolescence for their own sake is not an entirely vital one, but there are sensibilities which recoil from the 
meretricious fraudulences of airflow design and the sullen secrecies of Diesel-electric power.”  More to the point of this 
essay, however, are his musings on that most recognizable of all railroad symbols, the caboose.  The caboose has now 
been banished from service for the better part of 30 years, and the handful that survived in yard and transfer service con-
tinue to dwindle in number.  Beebe’s thoughts on the “crummy,” written as a conclusion to Highball, serve today as a 
requiem for this once-ubiquitous emblem of railroading.  On reading Beebe’s remarks earlier, I couldn’t help but think of 
the fading Angus cabs rolling out their last days in yard service in Calgary.  In the picture accompanying this essay, a 
pair of them are seen on the shop tracks at the Ogden Park yard, each accompanied by a set of GP9s.  On CP at least, 
both the cabs and Geeps are no more.  It’s hard to say it better than Lucius:          

“In the gaudy lexicon of railroad jargon, it has more names than any other property in the economy of the high iron, even 
more than there are for engines and engine drivers.  It is a caboose, crummy, way car, van, cage, doghouse, drone 
house, bouncer, bedhouse, buggy, chariot, shelter house, glory wagon, go-cart, hack, hut, monkey wagon, pavilion, pal-
ace, parlor, brainbox, zoo, diner, kitchen, perambulator, cabin car, and shanty.  There are probably others bounded by 
the limitations of human imagining and the vocabulary of profane and uninhibited men. 

“It is the freight crew’s home away from home, a rolling microcosm of domesticity, a shelter against the blast, a premises 
as masculine in its implications as a corner saloon, a light to guide a man in the dark, the period and apostrophe at the 
end of the completed sentence of a train.  To the perfectionist there can exist no symphony without a coda, no finished 
repast without the benediction of cognac.  So to the railroad perfectionist there can be no train, in the technical sense 
and as an esthetic entity, distinguished from a cut of cars, without the caboose complete with markers.  There are, 
shamefully enough in a degenerate age, transcontinental Pullman trains without observation cars.  There are also pork 
chops without apple sauce.  Either is more thinkable than a freight, whether redball manifest or modest local, effacing 
itself on passing tracks for every other train on the employees’ card, without a crummy. 

“Probably there is more warmth and homeliness and sentiment about a hack at the end of a string of high cars, a little 
self-contained world of animation and reality as it diminishes down the tracks behind a hustling symbol freight, than ex-
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February Member’s Get Together 

In late February members of the Rocky Mountain Rail Society and The Alberta Model Engineering Society met at River-

bend Station Pub in Calgary. This was a special evening. There was a very good turnout for the evening. We had a num-

ber of speakers who shared their experiences with those present. Bob Leinweber shared his video of 6060's super-

heaters being removed. Zac Brewer had a great talk about visiting former 

Norfolk and Western steam locomotive 611's and seeing part of its resto-

ration. Brian Manning is the chief engineering of Heritage Park. He has 

had a goal to restore the former CPR steam crane. He was able to share 

the path he has had to take to achieve this goal. Ernie Beskiwiney shared 

his journey to build over a seven year period a working model of the 6060. 

All the speakers were well received by those in attendance. I would like to 

thank all the speakers for sharing their experiences. 

Work Party at Warden  

A seven man crew came to Warden for the recent Work Party this past April 30th. There were a lot jobs to be completed 

and with efficient use of manpower, the tasks were completed quickly. The two Kevin's and Kyle headed for Big Valley 

with the speeder people carrier and with the task of repairing the speeder. The speeder will need more work as addi-

tional parts will need to be ordered. We are confident it will be operational for Canada Day. 

All of the RMRS rolling stock that is not in use will be moved to a panel track in May. All of the RMRS equipment was 

inspected to insure it will make the move with minimal issues. 

Thanks to all the crew for attending and to Alberta Prairie for providing a pickup truck and a tractor with a fork lift. It 

helped us make the most of our day.  

         Don Totten 

ists for any other of a railroad’s tangible properties.  Neither the 
drowsing water tank in the desert nor the semaphore giving green in 
a cut in the high hills nor even the glitter and crisp linen and fresh cut 
flowers of the de luxe dining-car are possessed of quite the qualities 
to captivate the imagining that belong to the red-painted caboose 
with a wisp of smoke from its disreputable chimney pot, canted at a 
rakish angle and secured against complete disintegration by a length 
of rusty bailing wire. … 

“Be it, however, a swallowtail hack or a less fanciful model, it is prob-
able that the crummy lies nearer to the heart of railroad men every-
where than anything except the wonderful steam locomotives that for 
many decades have rolled them over the main lines and short hauls, 
the standard iron and the slim gages of the nation’s roads.  The all-
steel streamlined, airflow shacks of the Peoria Road, the Rock Island 
and the Erie, the old-time four-wheel bouncers of the valiant little 
roads such as the Raritan River and the Morristown and Erie, the doghouses of the stormy mountain divisions of the Rio 
Grande, conditioned against the winters on the Great Divide, and the buggies of the Santa Fe rolling across the August 
wheatlands of Kansas, the bright-painted waycars of the St. Louis Southwestern rolling south toward the heart of Texas, 
and the Tuscan red cages of the Pennsy hotshotting through the green fields of Indiana, all have been and still are, most 
of them, colorful players in the pageant of overland travel by the iron highroad.  The saga of the high iron would be the 
poorer had they never been.”           Lucius Beebe  

Beebe on the Buggy: (cont.) 
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I note with sadness the passing of Ernie Ottewell of Revelstoke, BC on January 20th, 

2016 at the age of 89. A native of Edmonton, Ernie moved to Kamloops, BC as a young 

man. As he was intent on becoming a locomotive engineer, settling in a location that 

was a division point for both CP and CN offered more opportunity than many other BC 

communities. There, he spent several years getting occasional employment in the 

roundhouses of both railways and building friendships that lasted a lifetime. The path to 

becoming a locomotive engineer involved hiring on as a shop labourer, then becoming 

an engine wiper, hostler and fireman but, depending on location, those promotions 

would take from years to decades, and Kamloops was no different. When a friend told 

him that he could get permanent work as a CN fireman because ten enginemen and 

firemen had been killed in the line of duty the previous year, Ernie wisely opted to wait 

until CP could offer something better, which it eventually did. Thereafter, he spent 40 

years in engine service at a variety of locations around BC before finally settling in Rev-

elstoke. An avid steam enthusiast, Ernie was called upon to operate  special move-

ments, such as the BC Government's Royal Hudson 2860, long after the memory of 

steam had faded at CP. Most significantly, he was the engineer of CP 1201 when it ran 

between Revelstoke and Craigellachie on November 7th, 1985 to participate in the cen-

tennial celebration of the completion of the railway. Ernie was involved with the Rev-

elstoke Railway Museum from the outset and subsequently arranged to have CP Mi-

kado 5468 transferred from Exporail in Montreal. Along with his friend Harry Horne, 

Ernie rode the engine all the way across the country. For many years, he also volunteered at the Alberta Prairie Railway 

in Stettler, AB, helping to repair and operate Consolidation No.41 and CN Mountain 6060. Ernie was a friend, mentor 

and neighbour. He will be missed.  

            Phil Mason  

 

Obituary - Ernie Ottewell  


